THOMAS RUMBOLD
a constable came, and although the goldsmith knew not to
what purpose, yet before a justice he would go. Rumbold
seemed content, and therefore before a justice they went
together. When they came there, the goldsmith, who was
the plaintiff, began his tale, and said that the countryman
had taken a diamond ring from him worth one hundred
pounds, and would give him but twenty pounds for it.
" Have a care," replied Rumbold, " for if you charge me
with taking a ring from you, I suppose that is stealing, and
if you say so, I shall vex you more than I have yet done " ;
and then he told the justice the whole story as here related,
which was then a very plain case, and for the proof of the
matter our pretended country gentleman's man was a
witness. The goldsmith, hearing this, alleged that he
believed the country gentleman and his man were both
impostors and cheats. To this our adventurer replied, as
before, that he had better have a care he did not make his
case worse, and bring an old house over his head by slander-
ing him thus ; for it was well known that he was a gentleman
of three hundred pounds per annum, and lived at a place
not above twenty miles from London, and that he, being
desirous to sell a ring, came to his shop for that purpose;
and he would have cheated him, but it proved that he only
made a rod for his own breech, and what he intended for
him had fallen upon himself. Thus did our adventurer make
good his case; and the justice, seeing there was no injustice
done, dismissed him, and ordered that his neighbour the
goldsmith should have the twenty pieces of gold for twenty
pounds, though they were worth more in exchange, and this
was all the satisfaction he had.
Rumbold had a mighty itching after the goldsmiths*
money in Lombard Street; he could not pass through that
street and hear those tradesmen telling their sums but
his hands longed to be feeling them. He had a boy who
constantly attended him, who, every time his master had a
mind to make some advantage to himself, went into a gold-
smith's shop, took up a handful of money, and then, letting
it all fall down on the counter, ran out. One time the
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